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Mo's Megaphone

This newsletter is late…really late. About a month late, in fact. Truth is, I had a difficult time thinking through what I wanted to say to you—our students, alum, and parents.

People in every generation experience challenges and crises that define who they are and require them to search within themselves for the strength to solve seemingly insurmountable problems. Some generational crises call for physical strength and others require emotional strength but all crises have a way of teaching us what we are made of. A crisis shows us that we are resilient and can endure more than we imagined. Most important is that they show us that we have immense capacity to care for the well-being of one another.

Generational crises can take years to recover from and in ordinary times, are few and far between. But these are no ordinary times. As we continue to deal with the spread of COVID-19—the worst pandemic in more than a hundred years, we are witnessing protests and demonstrations sweeping across the nation in response to racial injustice, violence and inequity. President Stanley said it well: “We are living during a time of profound hurt, anger, frustration and, for many, a time of deep disappointment and despair…”.

Times like these change us. I am changed.

And whether its due to COVID-19 or the extraordinary calls for change in our society, many of you are probably changed too. As the coronavirus spread, most of us were sent home and told to stay there. The campus was shutdown, courses were abruptly moved online and we all found out what it means to be exhausted by Zoom calls. The necessary response to COVID-19 robbed graduates of the opportunity to walk across the stage, embrace their family members, and celebrate with their friends. Words of encouragement and congratulatory farewells from faculty members came in the form of videos and emails, and as we look to the Fall, uncertainty about the on-campus experience persists.

But in the weeks and months prior to the shutdown, COVID-19 was not the only challenging issue confronting Spartans. The frustration driving tens of thousands of people to take to the streets in the past few weeks is emblematic of the anguish felt on campus following a series of racially charged events.
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Mo's Megaphone
Continued
The protests and the events that preceded them bring to the surface simmering frustrations over the racial disparities, violence and marginalization felt by so many in our communities. These events have deepened my reflection on my responsibilities as a leader and your department chair. I want you to know that whether confronting the challenges of COVID-19 or the scourge of intolerance, I am committed to ensuring that our students and faculty can work and learn in a heathy, safe and respectful environment. I firmly believe that diversity will make us stronger and intellectually deeper—and that effective communication plays a critical role in all our efforts to be better.

It is clearer than ever that honesty, transparency, listening, and being humble is vital. You have already stepped up as COVID-19 changed our campus. You logged in, participated in a video format, read hundreds of emails, dealt with uncertainty and ultimately endured.
You understood that we all did what had to be done to keep everyone safe. Now, it is time for me to step up.

As we face an uncertain Fall, I want to tell you that my priorities as your chairperson remain unwavering. We will deliver the best education, from the best faculty,
to every student. We are committed to making sure our students receive a second-to-none communication degree. We will listen to our students and we commit to being better every day. Sure, some of those classes may be online again. There may not be classrooms large enough to ensure the distance that needs to be kept between students. And, to be honest, I would never want our students or faculty in a situation that place them at increased health risk. But, no matter the format—we will be here waiting for you. See, being a COM Spartan is not about a physical space. Being a COM Spartan is a way of seeing the world. Being a Spartan means that we take care of each other.

Til next time,





Monique Mitchell Turner Professor and Department Chair
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What COMM Majors Can Do in a Crisis



















You have the skills to identify, evaluate and reject fake or misleading information shared online and on social media. Use those skills to help yourself and others stay accurately informed during this crisis!

Help by organizing groups online! Start an online movie watching group, play games online with a group, start group chats, or create a hobby group.

Whatever it is, be creative!





It’s almost always helpful for people to get emotional support - to feel heard, understood, and appreciated. Break out your active, empathic listening skills!




You are an expert at reading and understanding complicated information! Help other people understand it too, by breaking it down or making images or graphs to help. Try not to give your opinion of the information, but just help people understand it.






Start calling your friends and family members on a regular rotation basis. Practice those interpersonal

Start an online journal about your experiences. Who knows, you might want to look back on this period one day and remember how you were feeling, what you were thinking, and what you were doing during a crisis.






Offer to be a pen-pal for people in assisted living facilities. Call around and see who is looking for art, cards, or supplies. Make a list and post it to social media or send it to friends.

skills in real-time.
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Whoo Hoo!
Great Things from our Alumni
Allison Mazur (MA, 2017) received the 2020 Outstanding Thesis Award for the International Communication Association Interpersonal Division! She is now finishing her first year of the PhD program at UCSB.
Chelsea Fristoe (MA, 2010) works in communication for a Fortune 500 company! She has been helping lead the Diversity and Inclusion initiative at her company for the past year, creating an LGBTQ employee resource group from the ground up and working with leaders across the company in driving massive cultural change as it relates to marginalized employees. "I have certainly used many of the things I learned at MSU throughout my career, but especially in this recent endeavor!" states Fristoe.
Jennifer Shebib (BA, 1985) is not only an alumni herself, but is also the Mother of the 2020 PhD graduate Samantha Shebib from the department! Shebib has worked for 35 years in the Detroit area advertising industry from the agency to sales.
Lauren Tamboer (MA, 2018) earned a position with WA State Department of Ecology helping to implement the nation’s most stringent law related to reducing toxic chemicals in consumer products and preventing their release into the environment.
Sunny Kim (MA, 2010) is an assistant professor at Arizona State University! Her research focuses on improving quality of life and psychosocial health among cancer patients and caregivers by promoting open communication to disclose emotions, specially through a narrative-based digital storytelling intervention. Her work has been funded by NIH and I has recently been awarded an early career reviewer at NIH and featured grantee at NCI behavioral research program.
Austin Scott (BA, 2005) is working in the Michigan House of Representatives as a fiscal analyst!
Catherine Kingsley Westerman (MA and PhD, 2008) is an associate professor at North Dakota State University! She won a Fulbright Award to South Korea for Fall 2020. She is working there with her cohort-mate, Kate Hye-Eun Lee who got her MA and PhD from MSU Comm also.
Lindsay Hahn (PhD, 2018) recently accepted an assistant professor position at the University at Buffalo, State University of New York and began this position Fall of 2020! Elizabeth Battiste (BA, 2012) and Andie Pool (MA in Public Relations, 2009) both earned their Accreditation in Public Relations through the Public Relations Society of America! They work at the Lansing-based public relations firm Martin Waymire. Last year, they won a Silver Anvil from PRSA for their work on the Voters Not Politicians redistricting reform amendment, and Pool's work on I Vaccinate earned an Award of Excellence.
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Meet the New Co-Workers...
Our Pet Pals!












Thomi's Little One
Maria with Sherman & Hans












Brandon & Thelma















Mo & Maggie

Allison's Ellie & Squeak


        Sandi's Scout











Marge & Monti
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[image: ]Undergraduate Scholarship Award Recipients
H A I L E Y R I T C H I E
[image: ]Recipient of the Glenn and Thelma Buell College of Communication Arts and Sciences Endowed Memorial Scholarship! "It's very appreciated and gives me the opportunity to continue schooling without the stress of student loans. The opportunities I have received at Michigan State and in the Department of Communication is absolutely amazing. I have been granted this scholarship, the opportunity to be the president of Undergraduate Communication Association, and a teacher assistant," states Ritchie.


C I A R A W H I T E
Recipient of the Schultz Family Scholarship! "This scholarship is truly a blessing to my family members, especially my mother, a single-parent who desires to give me an opportunity to accomplish my dreams. Without her support, I would not have made it this far, let alone become the scholarship recipient that I am today. The College of Communication of Arts and Sciences is a family that strives to see the best in you, even when
you don't see it," states White.



[image: ]M A X H U N T E R
Recipient of the Glenn and Thelma Buell College of Communication Arts and Sciences Endowed Memorial Scholarship! "To me, receiving this award means a little less of a financial burden next year, but it also means I can continue furthering my education at one of the greatest schools that offers an award- winning Communication program. I am honored to have received this award. My favorite thing about being a Spartan is the tightly-knit community.
Everyone is striving to do their best, which makes being personally successful that much easier. Also, the sports are top notch. Go Green!" states Hunter.
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A L Y S S A A N D E R S O N
Recipient of the Epker Family Sales Scholarship and the Pay it Forward CAS Expendable Scholarship! "I feel so exceptionally lucky and humble to have won not only one, but two scholarships. It means that my hard work, dedication, and self-motivation is starting to pay off. It's the first time in my life where I have felt like I am simultaneously in the right place, doing the right thing, at the right time. Being a Spartan feels like home," states Anderson.



[image: ]C A S S A D E E J A C K S O N
Recipient of the General Donald and Mrs. Diane Cooke CAS Beteran Scholarship! "I am honored and humbled to be the recipient of this scholarship. This generous award will assist me in achieving my educational goals and continuing to assist other student veterans. My favorite part of being a Spartan in the ComArtSci department has been having the opportunity to learn from the brightest professors in the country while making life-long friendships," states Jackson.




[image: ]J A C O B W I N I G E R
Recipient of the the College of Communication Arts and Sciences Endowed Scholarship! "I now know that I am taking the right steps to achieving my goals and furthering my knowledge in the field. I have loved meeting some of my best friends and experiencing the MSU culture with them by my side," states Winiger.
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L I Z Z Y V E R D U Z C O
Recipient of the William R. Jenkins Scholarship! "My favorite thing about being a Spartan is the community. I have met so many different people and some of my best friends in my two years here. I also love the Department of Communication. I was an undecided major until October of my sophomore year. I was taking COM 100 and completely fell in love with the idea of studying communication. I am such a people person and now I can spend my college career learning the 'ins and outs' of communication," states Verduzco.


[image: ]G E O R G E  M C N E I L L
[image: ]Recipient of the Glenn and Thelma Buell College of Communication Arts and Sciences Endowed Memorial Scholarship! "This scholarship serves as a powerful reminder of the love and support I've been fortunate enough to receive from my Spartan community. There's nowhere I'd rather be studying media psychology and content creation than MSU. This award motivates me to give back to my peers and associates; I aim to advocate and empower my fellow Spartans to the best of my ability. I'm proud to be here, and I will do all I can to make MSU proud. Go Green!" states McNeill.




S T A C Y P U L L E N
Recipient of the Glenn and Thelma Buell College of Communication Arts and Sciences Endowed Memorial Scholarship! "This award means that i'll have a chance to continue my education. My favorite thing about being a Spartan is seeing the growth I have had," states Pullen.
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J A Y C I E R I C K E R T
Recipient of the Dr. David and Patricia Nix "Miss MSU" Barron Endowed Scholarship in the College of Communication Arts and Sciences! "I feel eternally grateful for the opportunity I have to attend this amazing university and all of the valuable tools that the College of Communication Arts & Sciences provides. Walking through the halls, I notice countless posters and fliers for internships, jobs, clubs, and ways to get involved in the Spartan community. This makes me feel so welcomed and appreciated," states Rickert.


[image: ]T O R Y L E E
Recipient of the John G. Walsh Scholarship! "This semester I have been through a lot but I found a way to overcome all the obstacles. I received this scholarship, became an intercultural aide for the upcoming school year, and received a 3.75 GPA this semester! I am forever thankful as a
recipient of this award," states Lee.






[image: ]A L Y S S A F R I T Z

Recipient of the David L. Kragt Memorial Scholarship! "This award means a lot to me because it is helping me pursue my goal of a career in communication disorders by giving me additional motivation with less financial burden. My favorite thing about being a Spartan is having access to a lot of great opportunities on and off campus.
Through these opportunities I have been able to develop an amazing support group of students, faculty, and staff," states Fritz.
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Dear Undergraduate Class of 2020,
March 12, 2020 Unbeknownst to most of us at the time, at the very end of 2019, a little-known disease began spreading in mainland China. And, by March 11, 2020, that disease had spread the world over. And, today because of that disease many of you packed up your belongings, and you said goodbye to roommates, and you attended what may well have been your last face-to-face classes, and you got in a car and you drove home to be with your people. But, you also left your people. You couldn’t make plans, you didn’t get to spend one more night out with friends, you
don’t know if you’ll attend your own graduation ceremony this year—or if there will even be one to attend.


As far as college experiences go, you pretty much drew the short straw. As faculty, it’s easy for us to forget that your time here as a student comes with an expiration date. For us, there will always be another faculty meeting, another class to teach, another article to write. But, for all of you, this could have been it. The plans you made to celebrate your accomplishments here, on the banks of the Red Cedar, when the grass has again become green and the leaves have returned to the trees and the flowers are all in bloom, together with family and friends— parents and roommates and boyfriends and girlfriends all of your people in one place together, and, that experience, that celebration, could be gone in the blink of an eye.

But, this isn’t a story about how bad you had it. Far from it. This is a story about who you became. You became the kind of Spartans who will change the world. You see things that need change and rather than descending into self-pity, you address what you perceive to be the great needs of the world.

Spartans, I don’t know if I’ll see you again. I don’t yet know if you’ll have a traditional graduation ceremony when the flowers are blooming on campus in early May—though I hope you do. But I know this: You’re ready. You’re ready to become who the generations to follow—your children and grandchildren—will one day soon come to know as truly great citizens. You’re ready because you’ve demonstrated that where our leaders have failed, you have picked up the mantle and led to success. You’re hungry, you’re committed, you’re kind, you’re generous, and most of all you embody the very best of what it means to be Spartans. In some cases you’ve done that with us, in some cases you’ve done that in spite of us.

I don’t know what the future holds, but I know that with you folks at the helm we’re going to be just fine.
A Letter from Dr. Brandon Van Der Hide, PhD director
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