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Meeting Minutes 

DRAFT 
 

Date:  10/18/2019 
Location:  CAS 145 
Dean:  Prabu David 
Secretary: Julie Fusi 
Minutes 
Call to Order Dean Prabu David called the meeting to order at 3:31 pm.  
Approval of 
Agenda 

 Kari Schueller Lopez moved to approve the agenda for October 18, 2019. Bree Holtz 
seconded. Agenda approved. 

Approval of 
minutes from 
March 29, 
2019 

Jen Preslar moved to approve the minutes from March 29, 2019. Mike Stern seconded. 
Minutes approved. 

Keynote: The 
Power of 
Belonging & 
Community 

Steve Robbins, Department of Communication Ph.D. Alumnus, attended the meeting to 
share his thoughts as an industry inclusivity consultant on the power of belonging and 
community. Steve offers a social science and neuroscience research-based approach to 
addressing diversity and inclusion in the workplace.  

Sustained 
Dialogue 

Teresa Mastin, Chair of Advertising + Public Relations, and the 2018-2019 Sustained 
Dialogue moderator group shared their insights and experiences from the inaugural year of 
the Sustained Dialogue program. 
 
Sustained Dialogue is about building relationships between the people in the room and 
taking action to make a difference. Past groups have chosen topics related to faith in the 
workplace, climate, inclusion, and more. Sustained Dialogue uses the 3 Cs for productive 
disagreements – clarify, change the conversation to experiences, and challenge with a 
credible counterpoint. 
 
Key insights from past participants include that ComArtSci must be intentional about 
inclusivity and civility; validate others’ experiences; bring vulnerability into the workplace.  

Academic Unit 
Highlights & 
Priorities 

Advertising + Public Relations 
Department chairperson, Teresa Mastin, shared outstanding awards and achievements from 
ADPR. 
 
Communication 
Department chairperson, Monique Turner, shared points of pride from COM. 
 
Communicative Sciences & Disorders 
Department chairperson, Dimitar Deliyski, featured outstanding work being done by CSD’s 
Assistant Professors. The CSD Masters program will undergo accreditation this year. 
 
Journalism  
School director, Tim Vos, shared information from JRN. Accreditation will take place next 
week. 
 
Media & Information 
Department chairperson, Mike Stern, shared highlights from M&I’s last 3 months. 
Introduced new faculty member Hee Rin Lee. The department is searching for 2 faculty 
positions and has created 2 new majors (games and information science). 



ComArtSci’s 
First & Second 
Mountains 

Faculty and staff have done outstanding work to revise and re-envision the undergraduate 
student experience. Discussed budget and investment strategies and rationale. In reference to 
David Brooks’ book The Second Mountain, Dean Prabu David framed accomplishments and 
metrics from 2015-2020 as ComArtSci’s “first mountain.” However, there is more to life 
than excellence in metrics. The university celebrates individual accomplishments, which we 
are already doing. We must also do things that offer personal fulfillment.  
 
The “second mountain” is our collective community and sense of purpose. To achieve this, 
we must commit to caring about community. Find holistic solutions to problems. Believe 
that we can become a community. Invent tradition. Develop civic architecture to support 
community. Collective leadership will make a difference. 

Raffle Raffled off two opportunities to attend the MSU football game against Illinois from Bill 
Beekman’s suite on November 9, 2019. Raffle winners: 0956503 (Janene Bailey), 0956470 
(Julie Sochay) 

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 4:56 pm. 
 


