f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

MA.ven Hour
Spring & Summer 2024 Graduates

A maven is “a person who knows a lot about a
particular subject,” as described by Merriam-Webster.



f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Elinor Epperson

Professional Project — Do Polluters Pay in the Huron River Watershed?

In the 40 years since a University of Michigan graduate student discovered 1,4-dioxane in Ann Arbor's
groundwater, citizen advocates have played a central role in pushing the state to hold Gelman Sciences
accountable. The company has never been found legally liable for the contamination and is bound only by a
consent judgement with the state of Michigan that advocates say is not enough to protect their health. The
story has appeared regularly in straight news reporting, but a deep-dive examination of how residents have
advocated for themselves —and how they feel about the state government that should be protecting them —
hasn't appeared yet. I'll be publishing a series of longform articles, including some data, exploring these
themes and how the citizen advocates feel about the future of the plume's remediation.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kfht9-pA-D1otinrtsvrBfu9VE-no-wYSqi7HCQfRds/edit?usp=sharing

f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Olivia Martin

Professional Project — Safe Spaces for Black Female Journalists

This project is meant to understand and explore how Black women experience their workspace in positive and
negative ways. Objectives of this study are to help 1). African American women understand what to look for in
a safe work environment and

2) Supervisors provide safe environments for Black women. This project’s method will

be to interview African American female journalists about their professional experiences

and safe spaces in their work environment.



https://oliviammartin20.wixsite.com/from-us-to-you

f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Mia Nishanian

Professional Project — Player Profile for Compuware ulé AAA Team

My project focuses on social media marketing and is a mini-doc campaign for the
team. | covered the team for most of their 2023-2024 season, using my skills to
create content for their social media page at that time. The primary substance of
my project is that | edited together a mini-doc for each player on the team. These
mini-docs are posted on Instagram and YouTube.


https://www.canva.com/design/DAGAtXbhU1Y/UsNUqLf2FNgnwUDb_7iECg/edit

f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Viet Anh Thi Phan

Professional Project — How Young Voters in Ingham County Consume
News on Mainstream and Social Media

The project explores the way young voters in Ingham County find news on issues they are interested in on
mainstream media and social media. Their interactions with traditional media and social networks and their
concerns give significant implications for how young people engage in elections in this area. Additionally, their
recommendations of directions that mainstream media may change to meet their need could be essential for
newsrooms and researchers in journalism.


https://www.canva.com/design/DAGBRtaNBfo/lq2KleSTVuYI8_cvTbIh3Q/edit

f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Marvin Pride

Professional Project — A B1G Look at Things: A Deep Look Regarding
Media

My project takes a deep look at the media overall throughout a podcast. In this | looked at two different
scenarios the shooting event at Michigan State University as well as the impact black reporters have on media
as well as their voices in the world of media. Each episode takes a major framework, breaks it down, and then
relates it to the topic being shared. Each episode last 20-30 minutes and has voices from professionals in the

field!



https://grad.msu.edu/sites/default/files/content/forms/progressreportphd.pdf

f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Audra Skuodaite

Professional Project — Tales of a Country (un)Known

This project examines the evolving Lithuanian identity in today's global context, particularly among third-
generation Lithuanian Americans in Detroit and Chicago. Marked by their active participation in Lithuanian
community events, language proficiency, and self-identification as Lithuanian, these individuals pose an
intriguing case. Despite the strong ties, many have never visited Lithuania, considering the United States their
home. The narrative will weave together stories pertinent not only to Lithuanians but also resonant with
diaspora communities worldwide. The project will take the form of an interactive multimedia website,
consisting of four main parts: introduction with data-driven visualizations, showing the context of Lithuanian
migration and three main chapters that will consist of human-centered stories about identity in video and
photo formats.



https://michiganstate.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/JournalismandDigitalStorytellingFaculty-JRNGradPrograms/ETSoIh22i8NBke-QOYu-SLUBAU-MkAIII5o27n2GaW_v8Q?e=d5wxdg

f& MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Chloe Trofatter

Professional Project — Out of Sight, Out of Mind: The Realities of
Incarceration in Rural America

OSOM is a documentary photo project highlighting the experience of incarcerated individuals in and around
Missaukee County, where the population may be few but the resources during and after their stay at the local
jail is even fewer. Save the charity of a few churches, a tablet and a single substance abuse counselor with
enough funding for about 4 hours of group therapy sessions a week, these individuals have essentially no
support. With this project, | follow the few community leaders in this space and the work they’re doing to
support these individuals as much as they can, a couple individuals doing their best to re-assimilate, and a
daughter’s fight to save herself from following her mother’s path.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OWPSQqMWWs_RRMl-yREDkLEz7pTzUMf3qFXysopC_f0/edit?usp=sharing
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