
The Master of Arts (M.A.) in Health and Risk Communication (HRC) is an 
interdisciplinary program in cooperation with the College of Human Medicine 
designed to educate students in both the theory and practice of health 
communication.  

The Health and Risk Communication M.A. program prepares students to 
harness the power of communication to promote positive public health 
outcomes: They learn to craft e!ective health messages, prepare professional 
health communication and marketing materials, and design, implement, and 
evaluate public communication campaigns.   

Whether you have an interest in research or practice, you will gain a broad 
understanding of health and risk communication strategies and their role for 
public health. You will practice creating e!ective programs and interventions 
and learn how to design, conduct and critique relevant research. This program 
will provide you with the prerequisite to e!ectively inform, influence, and 
persuade people to live happier, healthier lives. 

MASTER OF ARTS IN
HEALTH AND RISK
COMMUNICATION

EXPANSIVE COURSEWORK

Whether students have an interest in health and risk communication research 
or practice, the HRC M.A. program has something to o!er with a thesis track or 
an examination track. With 8 to 15 elective credits included in the course 
requirements depending on the track chosen, students are able to shape the 
program to fit their interests.  

Our core courses will prepare you to learn the ropes of health communication – 
from the principles of how people process messages to how messages di!use 
across societies. Advanced and elective courses will make you an expert in 
cutting-edge health communication topics – from technology-assisted 
interventions, social media campaign strategies, to artificial intelligence and the 
use of virtual reality for health promotion: The Health and Risk Communication 
Center at MSU brings together one of the nation’s largest groups of health 
communication experts and time-proven leaders and inventors in the health 
communication arena.    

Past students have come from diverse educational backgrounds including 
communication, health and nutrition, kinesiology, psychology, epidemiology, 
journalism and nursing. Such a diverse and interdisciplinary program allows for 
students to gain a well-rounded perspective on the overall role of health and 
risk communication across a number of fields. 

WITH A MASTER OF ARTS IN HEALTH AND
RISK COMMUNICATION FROM MSU,
GRADUATES WILL BE PREPARED TO:

     Pursue careers with government agencies, hospitals, HMOs, insurance 
     companies, nonprofits, the medical trade press and other health 
     service-related organizations 

     Work at highly respected organizations like the CDC, UNICEF, American 
     Cancer Association, Pfizer, WHO, FDA, NIH, and many more 

     Work in roles such as Media Specialist, Senior Grant Consultant, State-Wide 
     Workforce Development Coordinator, Consultant & Qualitative Research 
     Associate, Director of Safety Initiatives, Healthcare Software Project 
     Manager, Director of Marketing Strategy, etc. 



comartsci.msu.edugo.msu.edu/masters-hrc

REQUIRED

COURSES

COM 803
Introduction to Quantitative

Research Methods

EPI 810
Introductory Epidemiology

CAS 825
Mass Communication and Public Health

CAS 826
Health Communication
for Diverse Populations 

COM 893
Practicum

+ ONE OF THE FOLLOWING COURSES:

ADV 845
Advertising and Public Relations for

Health, Science, and the Environment

JRN 873
Environment, Science and 
Health Journalism Seminar 

+ ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PLAN A:

COM 830
Applied Communication Research II

CAS 899
Master’s Thesis Research

Thesis Examination Defense During the Final Semester

+ ELECTIVE COURSES APPROVED BY ACADEMIC ADVISOR
TO MEET THE 33 CREDITS REQUIRED

+ ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PLAN B:

Written Comprehensive Examination During the Final Semester


