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EDUCATION
Doctor of Philosophy, Media and Information Studies, College of Communication Arts and Sciences, Michigan State University

May 2018. Dissertation: “Textbook News Values: The Discourse of What Journalists ‘Have’ to Cover and ‘Can’t’ Ignore”
Doctoral student, Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication, University of Georgia 
2013-14. Transferred to Michigan State for family reasons.
Master of Science in Journalism/Bachelor of Science in Journalism, Northwestern University 
1994. Graduated with distinction in accelerated degree program. Master’s concentration in newspaper administration. 
PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES

McDevitt, M., Parks, P., Stalker, J., Lerner, K., Benn, J., & Hwang, T. (2018). Anti-intellectualism among US students in journalism and mass communication: A cultural perspective. Journalism 19(6), 782-799. 

Takahashi, B., & Parks, P. (2018). Journalists and communicators' perceptions of their graduate training in environmental reporting: An application of knowledge-based journalism principles. Frontiers in Environmental Science, 5(94).
Parks, P. (2017). Non-representational news: An intervention into pseudo-events. Journalism, doi: 10.1177/1464884917736998
Parks, P. (2017). Crisis continued: Cable news, American exceptionalism, and discourses of danger. Journalism Studies. DOI: 10.1080/1461670X.2017.1375389
Parks, P. (2017). Silent Spring, loud legacy: How elite media helped establish an environmentalist icon. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 94(4), 1215-1238.
Parks, P. & Takahashi, B. (2016). From apes to whistleblowers: How scientists inform, defend, and excite in newspaper op-eds. Science Communication, 38(3), 275-302. 
Parks, P. (2015). Summer for the scientists? The Scopes trial and the pedagogy of journalism. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly 92(2), 444-467.
Parks, P. (2015). A collaborative approach to experiential learning in university newswriting and editing classes: A case study. Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, 70(2), 125-140. 
Parks, P., Cruz, R., & Ahn, S. J. G. (2014). Don’t hurt my avatar: The use and potential of digital self-representation in risk communication. The International Journal of Robots, Education and Art, 4(2), 10-20.
BOOKS AND CHAPTERS
Parks, P. (2017). We know how to communicate with power. We just don’t do it. In Cherian George (Ed.), Communicating with power. International Communication Association theme book series, 233-255. New York: Peter Lang.
Parks, P. (2006). Making important news interesting: Reporting public affairs in the 21st century. Portland, OR: Marion Street Press. 
REFEREED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Parks, P. (2018, August). Textbook news values: A century of stability and change. Presented at the 2018 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Washington, D.C. (First place student paper [tie], History Division).

Parks, P. (2018, August). From sensation to stigma: Changing standards for suicide coverage in journalism textbooks, 1894-2016. Poster presented at the 2018 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Washington, D.C. (Third Place, Eason Prize for top student paper; Communicating Science, Health, Environment and Risk [ComSHER] Division).

Parks, P. (2018, August). The discipline-autonomy paradox: How journalism textbooks construct reporters’ freedom just to tear it down. Presented at the 2018 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Washington, D.C. 
Parks, P. (2017, August). Non-representational news: An intervention against pseudo-events. Presented at the 2017 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Chicago. (Third place student paper, Cultural & Critical Studies Division).

Takahashi, B. and Parks, P. (2017, August). Students’ experiences in an environmental journalism master’s program: An application of knowledge-based journalism principles. Presented at the 2017 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Chicago. (Top faculty paper, Scholastic Journalism Division).
Parks, P. (2017, August). Is climate change a crisis – and who says so? An analysis of climate characterization in major news media. Presented at the 2017 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Chicago.
Parks, P. (2017, May). Crisis continued: How cable news can’t let a good emergency go. Presented at the 2017 International Communication Association (ICA) annual conference, San Diego, California.
Parks, P. (2016, August). Silent Spring, loud legacy: How elite media helped establish an environmentalist icon. Presented at the 2016 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

McDevitt, M., Benn, J., Parks, P., Stalker, J., Huang, T., and Lerner, K. (2016, August). Anti-intellectualism among students in journalism and communication: A developmental perspective. Presented at the 2016 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Parks, P. (2016, June): We know how to communicate with power. We just don’t do it. Non-representational theory can help. Presented at the 2016 International Communication Association (ICA) annual conference, Fukuoka, Japan.
Parks, P. (2015, May). Jennifer Lawrence, celebrity interviews, and the butt-plugging of the public sphere. Presented at the 2015 International Communication Association (ICA) annual conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Wojdynski, B. and Parks, P. (2015, May). The second digital revolution: U.S. newspapers’ design for the mobile web. Presented at the 2015 International Communication Association (ICA) annual conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Parks, P. (2014, August). Summer for the scientists? The Scopes trial and the pedagogy of journalism. Presented at the 2014 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) annual conference, Montreal, Canada. (Top student paper, History Division.)
Parks, P. (2014, August). A collaborative approach to experiential learning in university newswriting and editing classes: A case study. Presented at the 2014 Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) annual conference, Montreal, Canada.
UNIVERSITY TEACHING
Assistant Professor of Journalism: College of Communication Arts and Sciences, Michigan State University: Fall 2018 to present
JRN 407 – Advanced Reporting: Fall 2018
Course surveying multiple dimensions of advanced reporting, including data reporting, academic and science reporting, finding and using documents, and diverse and creative approaches to story conceptualization.
Graduate Teaching Assistant: College of Communication Arts and Sciences, Michigan State University: Fall 2014 to Spring 2018

JRN 400 – Spartan Digital Newsroom (as adjunct): Fall 2017, Spring 2018
One of three instructors in team-taught capstone course featuring students’ demonstration of multimedia journalism skills.
JRN 425 – History of Journalism (online only): Summer 2017

Instructor of record for online senior-level seminar covering key themes, people, and events in U.S. journalism history.
JRN 420 – Capital News Service: Spring 2015, Spring 2017

Instructor and bureau chief for service covering Michigan state government, politics, and public policy for about 30 professional newspapers throughout the state. Students write weekly stories and conduct group interviews with state department heads and association leaders. My groups also interviewed the governor. Each class produced dozens of front-page stories for member newspapers.

JRN 407 – Computer-Assisted Reporting/Advanced Reporting: Fall 2016, Fall 2015

Instructor of record for course focused on data-driven journalism, including finding, importing and analyzing data using such tools as Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Access.
JRN 300 – Writing and Reporting News II: Spring 2016, Fall 2014
Instructor of record for experientially oriented class emphasizing community beat reporting and public affairs news. Students publish multimedia reporting on live community-focused websites and share content through social media.

Adjunct Instructor: Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication, University of Georgia: August 2008 to June 2010; Spring 2013
JOUR 3510 ‑ Editing and Design

For three semesters, was lead instructor for a then-required lecture-lab course with up to 80 students per semester. I redesigned the course to focus on critical thinking, writing, editing, posting content to blogs, designing print pages with Adobe InDesign, and exploring the integration of traditional journalistic skills with new media developments. Also taught two Maymester sections, taught one lab section as an assistant instructor before taking over the course, and taught one semester after the class had been converted to an elective lab.

JRMC 8350 - Graduate Newsroom
Helped design and was inaugural co-instructor for this class introducing master’s students without journalism experience to the field. 

JOUR 3410 - Newswriting

Taught lab courses focused on basic reporting and writing skills.

Adjunct Instructor: Michigan State University School of Journalism, East Lansing, Mich.: August 2002 - May 2007 
JRN 480 - Ethics and the News Media

Senior-level ethics seminar for about two dozen students.

JRN 200 - Writing and Reporting News I

Entry-level reporting and writing class with heavy focus on news writing, news values, and Associated Press style.

AWARDS AND HONORS

First Place Student Paper (tie), History Division: Textbook news values: A century of stability and change. AEJMC 2018.

Third Place Student Paper (Eason top papers prize); Communicating Science, Health, Environment and Risk Division (ComSHER): From sensation to stigma: Changing standards for suicide coverage in journalism textbooks, 1894-2016. AEJMC 2018.
MSU Excellence-in-Teaching Citation, awarded to six graduate teaching assistants university-wide annually. February 2018.
Third Place Student Paper, Cultural & Critical Studies Division: Non-representational news: An intervention against pseudo-events. AEJMC 2017.

Co-author on First Place Faculty Paper, Scholastic Journalism Division: Students’ experiences in an environmental journalism master’s program: An application of knowledge-based journalism principles. AEJMC 2017.
Michigan State University Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Spring Semester 2017: $6,000.
Outstanding Doctoral Student, Michigan State University School of Journalism. 2015.

Rachel Carson Award for Outstanding Graduate Student, Knight Center for Environmental Journalism, Michigan State University. 2015.

Top Student Paper, History Division: Summer for the scientists? The Scopes trial and the pedagogy of journalism. AEJMC 2014.
Dixie Lee Connor Award, Exceptional Children’s Writing, for fiction manuscript Kicking and Screaming: 2009 Harriette Austin Writers Conference, Athens, Ga. 

First Place, Children’s Literature, for fiction manuscript Caroline in Georgia: 2008 Sandhills Writers Conference, Augusta, Ga.

Associated Collegiate Press Pacemaker award, considered the Pulitzer of college journalism, won by The State News in 2003 and 2006, while I was editorial adviser.

Freedom Forum journalism scholarship for graduate students, 1993. One of 19 students awarded nationwide.

Josephine B. and Newton N. Minow Prize in Communication, Medill School of Journalism, 1992.
GRANT ACTIVITY

Participant, National Science Foundation Spring Grants Conference, Detroit, Michigan, June 4-5, 2018. Sessions included information about NSF funding opportunities, proposal preparation, individual directorate overviews, career grants, etc.
Participant, National Science Foundation Broader Impacts Workshop, East Lansing, Michigan, May 9-10, 2018. Intensive interactive workshop explaining NSF’s broader impacts requirement and integrating broader impacts plans with research.
PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES

Board of Directors, The State News, Michigan State University’s independent student news organization, September 2014 to July 2018. Elected President for 2016-2017, 2017-2018. Served as Secretary of the board and Chairman of the Facilities and Technology Committee, 2015-2016. Helped oversee first-floor building renovations and leasing to tenants and a successful student referendum raising the State News subscription fee. Led successful search for the organization’s first new general manager in nearly two decades.
Invited peer reviewer, Journalism Practice, June 2018.
Invited peer reviewer, Journalism Studies, April 2018.
Invited peer reviewer, Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, Scholastic Journalism Division, April 2018.
Judge, Michigan Interscholastic Press Association, high school and middle school newspaper and online content, 2015-2018.

Invited peer reviewer, Environmental Communication, December 2017.

Volunteer peer reviewer for 2018 International Communication Association conference, Journalism Studies Division, November 2017. 

Occasional guest editor, Capital News Service, Michigan State University School of Journalism.

Invited speaker, “Journalists Can Do Whatever They Want. So Why Do They Act Like They Can’t?” MSU ComArtSci inaugural Communication on Tap event. March 13, 2018.

Invited speaker, “The Job Interview,” for National Association of Black Journalists MSU Chapter “Speed Branding” event, Nov. 14, 2017.

Invited speaker, catalyst talk, “Visioning the Future of Doctoral Training in ComArtSci,” MSU College of Communication Arts and Sciences, Nov. 10, 2017.
Invited peer reviewer, Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, Summer 2017.
Member, Michigan State University School of Journalism faculty search committee, Summer and Fall 2015.

Participant, Investigative Reporters and Editors 2015 Norman Data Watchdog Workshop, Norman, OK, Sept. 2015.
MSU Journalism School student representative, MIS Welcome Day, February 2015 and February 2016.

Participant, via competitive application, Online News Association dCamp NC: Mobile – a professionally oriented workshop to discuss and develop ideas for mobile-first news. Chapel Hill, N.C., Feb. 7, 2014.

Invited Panelist (via Skype), “Policy over politics: How to make election news engaging and relevant by involving citizens and focusing on issues,” Down-Home Democracy workshop, Donald W. Reynolds Journalism Institute, Columbia, Mo., Jan. 31, 2014.

Invited Panelist, “Discussion of new media and new media business models,” program for Murrow Fellows, sponsored by the James M. Cox Center for International Mass Communication Training and Research, Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication, University of Georgia, Georgia Center for International Visitors, Athens, Ga., Nov. 5, 2013.

Presenter, “Peer Editing,” Georgia Scholastic Press Association, Athens, Ga., Oct. 3, 2013

Keynote speaker, Georgia Scholastic Press Association awards luncheon, Athens, Ga., May 2011.

Judge, Georgia Scholastic Press Association newspaper contest, 2009-2010.

Board of Directors, Michigan Collegiate Press Association, 2003-2007. Served as chairman of the Legal Affairs Committee circa 2006. 

Programming coordinator, 2006 summer editors conference, Western Association of University Publications Managers. Also led sessions on “The Elements of Journalism” and “Making Important News Interesting” at conferences in 2003, 2004, 2005.

Presenter, “Making Important News Interesting,” Associated Collegiate Press/College Media Advisers National College Media Convention, St. Louis, Mo., October 2006.

Co-organizer, Michigan Collegiate Press Association fall workshop for students in 2004 and spring advisers retreat in 2005.

Presenter, “Making Important News Interesting,” Associated Collegiate Press/College Media Advisers National College Media Convention, Kansas City, October 2005.

Presenter, “Make Important Stories More Interesting,” Associated Collegiate Press/College Media Advisers National College Media Convention, Nashville, Tenn., November 2004.

Co-presenter, “Goal Setting for the Beginning Adviser,” Associated Collegiate Press/College Media Advisers convention in Dallas, Texas, November 2003. 

Member, “Data Team,” a committee that helped restructure The Virginian-Pilot newsroom, spring 1996.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Regional Editor: Patch.com

September 2010 to May 2013

Managed 15 editors responsible for editorial content of 17 hyperlocal and regional news and information websites in Northeast Georgia, including Athens, Barrow, Oconee, Gwinnett and Walton counties; plus the military-based Patches Fort Bragg and Fort Stewart. Each site was part of a national network of more than 900 Patch sites under parent company AOL. Sites focused on multimedia presentation of local news and events, and on building community through user engagement, social media, search engine optimization and data analysis.

Freelance Copy Editor: Michigan State University School of Journalism, East Lansing, Mich.
August 2007

Edited the school’s report for the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications. 

Editorial Adviser: The State News, East Lansing, Mich.

April 2002 - June 2007

Guided about 80 student journalists each semester in planning, reporting, editing, and designing a five-day-a-week newspaper and 24/7 website, serving Michigan State University and the Lansing area. Also helped administer newsroom budget and was responsible for maintaining and updating alumni association website. 

Chesapeake City Editor: The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va.

October 2000 - March 2002 

Led bureau covering growing city of 200,000 people with mainsheet stories, breaking online news updates and a twice-weekly community tab. Led coverage of 2001 special congressional race.

Interim Editor, Public Safety Team: The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va.

May - October 2000
With assistant editor, supervised nine reporters covering crime and courts in four cities. The team generated more than 100 breaking news, enterprise and brief stories a month. Was lead editor on three-part series, “Facing Freedom,” that tied with the Washington Post for first place for the National Association of Black Journalists’ 2001 enterprise reporting award.

Metro and State Editor: The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va.

August 1998 - May 2000
Led team of editors in organizing and directing the paper’s local news report. Team maintained news budgets; ran news meetings; assigned and edited news and business stories; directed story play; coordinated breaking news coverage; planned long-term projects; and was liaison with photo, graphics, designers, and online/TV partners. Also supervised three Richmond-based state reporters.

Day Metro Editor: The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va.

August 1997 - August 1998
Primary editor responsible for daily news budget and daily news meeting, including consulting with online and television producers.

Night Metro Editor: The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va.

June 1996 - August 1997

Assigned and edited late stories; ran Saturday news desk; worked with designers and copy editors on story presentation, headlines, and other display type.

Staff Writer: The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va.

January 1994 - May 1996

Covered city hall, police, schools and general assignment in Elizabeth City, N.C., bureau with occasional assignments on North Carolina’s Outer Banks. Took on editing responsibilities for weekly community tabloid, The Coast.

Student Correspondent: Medill News Service, Washington, D.C.
September - December 1993

Worked as correspondent for The Capital Times of Madison, Wis. Covered state congressional delegation and localized stories from the White House and Capitol.

News Copy Editing Intern: The Cincinnati Enquirer, Cincinnati, Ohio

June - September 1993

Edited local and wire stories, wrote headlines and cutlines for the paper’s copy desk.
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS
Parks, P. (Feb. 27, 2008).  Political journalists, pick a side. Committee of Concerned Journalists. 

Parks, P. (November 2007). The problem with going ‘hyperlocal.’ Committee of Concerned Journalists’ e-newsletter.

Parks, P. (October 2006). Public affairs coverage doesn’t have to be boring. Publishers’ Auxiliary, 13.

Parks, P. (March 2006). Former high school journalist fights for student First Amendment rights (opinion column on behalf of the Michigan Collegiate Press Association). Stet, the Michigan Interscholastic Press Association newsletter, 8. (Reprinted from the Michigan Press Association Bulletin, Feb. 9, 2006.) 

Parks, P. (Spring 2004). Engaging citizens: How student media can help readers engage in democracy. College Media Review, 2-5.

Parks, P. (2004, Feb. 29). See racism at face value: Unfortunate realities understood when placed in others’ shoes (op-ed column). Detroit Free Press, 3E.
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